Community Group Sermon Outline
Welcome: 

· Snack/meal
· Fellowship
· Announcements 

Prayer: 

Connecting with each other QUESTIONS (Belonging):
1. What vacation or big trip (either as a child or as an adult) have you enjoyed the most? 
2. When you are lost, which of the following are you most likely to do?  (be honest)!

a. Stop and ask for directions

b. Check a map

c. Drive around until you find the place you’re looking for

d. Not admit to anyone that you’re lost.

e. Your own more “interesting” or “creative” option

3. When was the first time you remember coming into contact with someone who was really in need?  What happened?  How did you react?
Connecting with the BIBLE QUESTIONS (Discipleship):
· Getting into 1 John 3:10-18:
1. Let’s talk about Cain.  Someone read Genesis 4:1-9.  Cain coins an important phrase when he responds to God.  He asks rhetorically, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  What kind of attitude is on display there?

How is Cain the perfect analogy for John to use in describing who the “children of the devil” are?

2. Now let’s talk about Jesus.  Two important lines of Jesus are:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” – John 3:16

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” – John 10:11
How is Jesus a perfect analogy for John to use in describing who the “children of God” are?

3. Why is our love for others linked with laying down our lives?

4. John clearly expresses the practical outcome of this “laying down love” in the context of serving those in need (1 John 3:17).  Of all the ways he could express the direct implications of that kind of love, why do you think he chose that?
· Sermon Review 
The power of the Gospel destroys the power of sin and kills ME. 

As Jesus lives in us, His lay-down love grows in us more and more.

When we lay down the poor are lifted up. 
1. How has ME shown up in your life?  Why is it such a powerful force?  

2. Do you agree that ME has to die in order for JESUS to live in us?  Why or why not.
3. How does JESUS’ life in us produce lay-down love, especially for those in need?
Connecting with LIFE QUESTIONS (Accountability):
· Applying the sermon/text.  
1. You can’t act on behalf of those in need if you don’t know what the needs really are.  To be honest, how informed are you about issues of poverty and need in the world or in our community?  On a scale of 1-10, with 1 being not at all and 10 being well-informed, how would you rate yourself?  Why? 

2. How can you change that and become more aware of the need around you?
3. What areas might God be calling you to take action in?
4. I think the best next step regarding lay-down love in my life is _______________.  This group can help me take those steps by _______________.
Connecting with our WORLD QUESTIONS (Care):
· Impacting our world 
1. Is there someone in need in our GROUP we can demonstrate lay-down love toward?

2. Is there some way that together we can demonstrate lay-down love to those in need OUTSIDE our group (a neighbor, a friend, a family in our church, Star of Hope, Habitat for Humanity, etc.)?
Closing Prayer: 

· Please close in prayer together or in groups.  
Dessert:d
