Community Group Sermon Outline
2/5/12

Welcome: Snack/meal &Fellowship

Announcements: 
· Focus 40 – Feb 29-April 8th - Fasting is self-denial for the purpose of aligning our hearts with God’s heart.  As we join together with hundreds of our sister churches across the country for this concentrated time of fasting and prayer, we invite you to join us for a powerful time of prayer and praise Sunday, Feb.  26, 6-7 pm.  Childcare will be provided.  Prayer calendars will be available on the Welcome Table next Sunday.

· Hot Potato Bar & Dessert Auction - Sunday, February 19, 2012 immediately following the morning worship service.  We are looking for donations of desserts to be auctioned.  Please contact Cydni Choate at choate@dpisd.org to donate.  Come and help support the Parkgate Student Ministry as they prepare for IYC 2012 in Denver, Colorado
Prayer: 

Connecting with each other QUESTIONS (Belonging):
1. How many siblings do you have?  Where do you fall into that order?
2. What was your wildest family vacation or trip memory?
Connecting with the BIBLE QUESTIONS (Discipleship):

· Read 1 Timothy 5:1-8:
1. How and why does Paul directly link honoring God with honoring family?

2. What did it mean to honor one’s elders and to care for widows then?  Why does that matter?  How is that different today?

3. Read 1 Timothy 4:12 - “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.” 


Does this just apply to Timothy, to young people, or does this apply to all of us?  How so?  
4. In verse 8, is Paul being overdramatic to make his point, or is a Christian neglecting their family REALLY worse than being an unbeliever?
Connecting with LIFE QUESTIONS (Accountability):

1. What does it mean to really care for your family?

Man Shuns Father – An elderly Father was forced to come live with his Son’s family.  The Son is quickly annoyed with his Father’s difficulties, including his eating.  Due to some of his infirmities, he made a mess when he ate.  When his annoyance level got high enough, the Son banished his Father to another table for meals.  Things went on this way for some time.  Then the Son observed his children playing house one day, but they were doing something strange.  They were playing with two tables.  So the Son asked his kids why they were using two tables and they replied that one table was for them and their family and the other table was for him when he was old.  The Son, shocked, realized the message he was sending and quickly invited his Father back to the family table.

2. How do you react to this story?  Have you ever seen or experienced anything like this?  What lessons does it teach you?

· Caring for physical needs

Well-known Christian Leader Questioned – Asked to advise a man seeing another woman since his wife had been diagnosed with Alzheimer's, he said, "I know it sounds cruel, but if he's going to do something, he should divorce her and start all over again, but make sure she has custodial care and somebody looking after her." Pressed further about whether that violates the marriage vows he said Alzheimer's "is a kind of death" and added, "I certainly wouldn't put a guilt trip on you" for choosing divorce in such a scenario. 

Robertson & Muriel McQuilkin – She began showing signs of Alzheimer’s in 1981 and slowly the disease took its toll.  By 1990 he chose to resign as President of Columbia Bible College and Seminary after serving there 22 years.  He was only 57.  Many friends and colleagues from across the country tried to get him to reconsider.  They begged him to stay and encouraged him to put his wife in a nursing home, but he wouldn’t hear anything of it.  He made a decision to honor his marriage vows – “in sickness and in health, till death do us part.”  He cared for her for 13 years until her death.  Robertson couldn't understand why so many people were inspired by his choice. Then an oncologist who worked with dying patients told him, "Almost all women stand by their men. Very few men stand by their women."

3. Knowing this situation is complex, which one sounds more like Jesus and the spirit of 1 Timothy 5?  Why?
· Caring for emotional needs

David Ferguson argues that everyone of us has ten basic emotional needs that we need to have fulfilled in our lives:

Comfort


Acceptance 

Support



Respect


Appreciation

Attention (Care)

Affection 

Encouragement


Security


Approval

4. How were/are these emotional needs expressed in your family?  Were/are any neglected?

5. Which one(s) would you benefit from addressing in more healthy ways?
· Caring for spiritual needs

6. The world measures success in wealth, status and prestige.  Is God’s version of success different?  What is your measure of success with your kids, parents and siblings or the wider church family? 

7. In what ways do you promote spiritual development in yourself?  In your family?

Connecting with our WORLD QUESTIONS (Care):

· Impacting our world 
1. What can you do right now to better honor a family member or a member of your church family? (i.e. a letter, card, phone call, kind gesture, etc.)

2. What long-term things could you do to alter the overall spiritual direction of your family?

3. Who do you know who is far from God that our group can join together in prayer for this week?  
Closing Prayer: 

Please close in prayer together or in groups.  
Dessert:







