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Community Group Sermon Outline
2-12-2012
Welcome: 

· Snack/meal, Fellowship

· Announcements: 

Face to Face – Sunday February 26th 

God and Moses had such a close relationship that they talked "face to face, as one speaks with a friend" (Exodus 33:11).  David prayed, “My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”  Your face, LORD, I will seek” (Psalm 27:8).  Jesus told his followers they were His "friends" (John 15:14).  As friends of God we are coming together for a critically important time of corporate prayer Sunday evening February 26th at 6:00 pm (childcare is provided).  Our purpose is simple: As one church we will seek God’s face with prayers of thanks and praise, confession and repentance and calls for God’s Spirit to be poured out in and around us.  This will launch our Focus 40 spiritual adventure.  

Hot Potato Bar & Dessert Auction

Sunday, February 19, 2012 immediately following the morning worship service.  We are looking for donations of desserts to be auctioned.  Please contact Cydni Choate at jfchoate@comcast.net to donate.  Come and help support the Parkgate Student Ministry as they prepare for IYC 2012 in Denver, Colorado.
Prayer: 

Connecting with each other QUESTIONS (Belonging):
1. Share an experience you’ve had with gardening (good or bad).  
2. Do plants have a chance of living at your home (outside or inside)?  Why or why not?  

3. How well did your vegetation/yard survive during the draught of 2011?  What casualties did you have?    


Connecting with the Bible QUESTIONS (Discipleship):

Read Galatians 5:22-25
1. Why did Paul use Fruit of Spirit (singular) instead of Fruits of the Spirit (plural) when describing these attributes?  Why is that significant?  
2. Where/how do you see the Fruit of the Spirit lived out in your life?  

3. Why are we told to crucify the sinful nature?  What do most people do with the sinful nature?   

4. What does it mean to “keep in step with the Spirit” (vs. 25)?  

Connecting with life QUESTIONS (Accountability):
1. Pastor Jim talked about the YES Position during this message: merging Jesus’ ongoing grace, our surrendered will and the Spirit’s transforming power.  What does this mean for you?  How is your practice of the YES Position coming along? 
· Cultivate a healthy environment – The best fruit is produced from the right source, in the right soil, with the right nutrients.
2. In what ways are you cultivating the Fruit in your life?  What needs to live (love, Joy, etc) and what needs to die (pride, lust, etc)?  
3. Is there aspect of the Fruit of the Spirit that you would say is NOT present in your life?  What needs to change for it to be present?  

· Preserve any growing fruit. – Good, growing fruit can be destroyed if it isn’t preserved and protected.
4. What happens to Christians who loose connection with God?  Have you ever seen it happen?  Have you ever experienced it?  

5. What happens to Christians who loose connection with God’s people?  How does that destroy Fruit too?
· Share our fruit with others. – A tree that produces good fruit is only useful to God when that fruit is used for His purposes.    
6. How do you share the Fruit with others?  Are you a seed planter, seed sower or seed harvester?
The man who said yes – After giving his sermon, a pastor was greeting church members in the lobby.  One young man walked up to him, shook his hand, and said simply, “The answer is yes.  Now what’s the question?”

The pastor was visibly confused.  Again the man said, “Pastor, my answer is yes.  Now what’s the question?”

The pastor smiled awkwardly and asked the man to explain.  The man’s eyes moistened, and his voice began to tremble.  “Pastor, about six months ago, I was in an adulterous relationship.  My wife was spiraling dangerously out of control.  I was at risk of losing my marriage and my family-even my job.  In the middle of my storm, a mess I had made myself, you preached a message about Christ’s power to change a life.  I seemed like every word you preached was for me.  That evening I agreed to go to a small group with my wife.  I was terrified everyone would see right through me.  But I was shocked when they embraced me.  That night, I invited Christ to change my life-and boy, did her ever!  Today my marriage and family are better than they’ve ever been before.  God used our church to change my life.”

He took a deep breath, regained his composure, and continued, “So, Pastor, that’s why I want to know, my answer to you is yes.  Whatever you need-anywhere, anytime-my answer is yes.  Now what’s the question?”  
(Taken from The Christian Atheist by Craig Groeschel)
7. How did you relate to the “man who said yes” story?  How would our church be different if that attitude was the norm?
Connecting with our world QUESTIONS (Care):
· Impacting our world 
1. Who in your life (friend, neighbor, family member) do you need to show love, joy, peace, patience…to?  

2. How can you do that this week?  
3. How can your group help you?  

4. Who do you know who is far from God that the group can join together in prayer for this week?  

Closing Prayer: 

· Break up and pray in groups

Dessert:

